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What can You do? 

Activists around the world have shown that it is possible to resist

the dangerous forces that are undermining human rights. Be part

of this movement. Combat those who peddle fear and hate.

 Join Amnesty International and become part of a worldwide

movement campaigning for an end to human rights violations.

Help us make a difference.

 Make a donation to support Amnesty International’s work.

together we can make our voices heard.  
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PrISon condItIonS In caLIfornIa’S SecurItY
houSIng unItS

hundreds of prisoners have been confined in california’s high-security

segregation units (Shus) for 10 or more years – in some cases for

decades – in conditions of severe isolation and reduced sensory

stimulation. 

this report describes amnesty International’s concerns about these

conditions and includes findings of a research visit to three Shu units in

november 2011. It also examines recent proposals put forward by the

california department of corrections and rehabilitation to reform the

method for assigning prisoners to the units and to provide a route out of

Shus through a protracted four-step process lasting at least four years.
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