
Minister of Interior
Carlos Basombrío
Plaza 30 de Agosto s/n Urb. Corpac – San Isidro
Lima, Perú

Dear Minister,

I am writing to you to express my concern for Máxima Acuña and her family, who are subsistence 
farmers in Sorochuco district, Cajamarca region, northern Peru. They live in Tragadero Grande, a 
plot of land, whose ownership they have been disputing with the Yanacocha mining company for 
years.

A human rights defender, Máxima Acuña and her family have been repeatedly threatened and 
harassed by police and security guards, and have also faced forced eviction from the land they harassed by police and security guards, and have also faced forced eviction from the land they 
live on. This harassment and intimidation intensified in 2011, when police descended on her 
small farm and beat her and her daughter unconscious. Since then they have knocked down her 
home twice. A lengthy legal battle saw Máxima first stripped of, and then returned, to the land 
where she lives. 

I call on you to ensure effective protection of Máxima Acuña and her family in a comprehensive 
manner and in accordance with their wishes, and particularly that you guarantee that they are 
not forcibly evicted and enjoy their right to freedom of movement and access to the land where not forcibly evicted and enjoy their right to freedom of movement and access to the land where 
they live.

I further urge you to ensure that the police protect, and fulfil all human rights of Máxima Acuña 
and her family, and refrain from using violence against them, including harassment and 
intimidation. The attacks and harassment already taken place should be investigated in a 
prompt, thorough and impartial fashion, the results should be made public and those responsible 
brought to justice.

Finally, I call on you to publicly recognize Máxima Acuña’s legitimate and important work as a Finally, I call on you to publicly recognize Máxima Acuña’s legitimate and important work as a 
human rights defender working on issues related to land and the environment; and that you 
make all efforts to find an acceptable solution to the land dispute, taking into account the risks 
and marginalization faced by her and her family.

Yours sincerely,


